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The World Turns
A HISTory of UNdErSTANdINg ANd 
SocIETAl AccEpTANcE of dIvErSITy 

by Linda Ehle-Callens

Gender Neutrality was an integral part of past societies. But 
over the ages, mankind lost respect for natural things. Rigidity in 
religion, politics, and development of sophistication in societies 
changed the way humans looked at our very own nature. Being 
different became criminal in many European countries. 
And today, partisan opportunists manipulate the ignorant 
to gain power.

As an advanced and more informed civilization, we are 
beginning to come full circle in rediscovering the many 
natural facets/variances in human sexual nature. But there 
are still factions who fear what they cannot understand and 
partisan opportunists who will manipulate that ignorance 
to gain power. Despite political obstacles, the antiquated 
Euro centric two-sex society is an ideal which is eroding, 
giving way to enlightenment and freedom. 

The BUgIS people of Southern Celebes  first arrived  
in Malaysia in the 16th century. Unlike the two-gender 

norm in Western society, 
the Indonesian Bugis 
recognize five genders: 
Oroané, Makkunrai, Calalai, 
Calabai, and Bissu. Bissu 
are androgynous, and some 
are gender transcendent, or 
intersexed. They incorporate 
all five genders into a single 

body. Bissu are  highly respected and are considered to be 
spiritual beings. They are often shamans, 
bomohs, or imams in the mosque.

Two-SpIrIT Indigenous 
North American’s origins go back at 
least 15,000 years. Tribal nations use the 
term Two-Spirit to describe gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and gender-variant individuals, 
who were revered, and considered highly 
spiritual. They played a fundamental role 
in tribal life, including caring for children 
and fulfilling other domestic tasks. This 
tradition was lost over time to Euro-
American influences. Today, acceptance 

has resurged in over 130 North American tribes, in every region 
of the continent. Two-Spirit now replaces the 17th and 18th 
century’s distasteful term berdache, which the French used to 
describe younger partners in a male homosexual relationship. 

TrANSSExUAlISmUS
In 1896 Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld opened his medical practice in 
Berlin. He also ran the Scientific-Humanitarian Committee, 
which campaigned for gay rights and tolerance. In his lifetime 

he produced volumes of research in 
sexology, wrote books, and built a 
unique library on same-sex love and 
eroticism. In 1918 he and Arthur 
Kronfeld opened the Institute for 
Sexual Research. Hirschfeld created 
the term transsexualismus, in 
today’s terms, sexual transition. The 
institute’s research library housed 
an extensive archive, with medical, 
psychological, and ethnological 
divisions, and a marriage and sex 

counseling office. Every year 
about 20,000 people visited 
and 1,800 had consultations. 
Poorer visitors were treated 
there for free. The institute 
advocated sex education, 
contraception, treatment of 
sexually transmitted diseases, 
women’s emancipation, and 
was a pioneer for civil rights 
and social acceptance of 

homosexual and 
transgender people. 
When Hitler gained control of Germany in the 
1930s, along with his decimation of the  Jews, he 
targeted homosexuality. The institute for Sexual 
Research and its libraries were obliterated by the 
Nazis. In an instant, years of medical research 
and advancement went up in flames. On June 
28, 1934, Hitler conducted a murderous purge 
of gay men, even among his own ranks. This was 
followed by stricter laws on homosexuality and 
the round-up of gay men. Many tens of thousands 
were sentenced to slave-labour or death camps. 
And today, many researchers have come to believe 

that Hitler may have been  homosexual himself. F

Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld

Dr. Hirschfeld and patients

   Bissu

      
       Two Spirits
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S T R A I G H T  S TO R I E S

...in creating a new life, 
we shouldn’t have 
to negate our past.

Souvenirs 
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MAN OF MANY WORDS

Derry Stauffer is a Patent Agent/Entrepreneur
Writer/Engineer/Poet, and Straight Spouse


